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Cop y cj'& t 10 
b Septembe r 1043 


: CNsptty Director of Central InteUigence 

: Contractor Proposal*- Lockheed Aircraft Corporation 
for a Hn% Designed U-2 Aircraft 

: Memo tor IDO from JDAD/OSA, Dated 10 June 1043; 
Subject; '*£-■ rac ureraont of Additional U -2 Aircraft” 


1. la eenaaetoota with the furthcoming visit of Mr. Clarence JL. 

Johnson of Lochtteod. Aircraft Corporation, 1 thought you should he aware to at 
hs is knouty interested in surfacing to yon and the EH rector an en gine sr tag 
proposal tor extensive modification,) to toe U-2 aircraft in a veraioa which he 
refers to as toe ”U-2L'\ (Kelly states that the 'T- * Is shorthand tor Tong *. } 

There are many facets to tola proposal, which I would like to summarise 
briefly for you. To begin with earlier this year, when it became apparent diet 
the dw in dlin g inventory of U -2*s (34 in ail) might fee insufficient to support our 
world* wide commitment* in CIA on top of SAC’s heavy schedule in Cuba, Kelly 
and 1 discussed the possible practicability of resuming U*2 production on & 
limited basis to augment the present inventory. At that time we were talking 
on the order of feasibly tea additional airplanes. This *ubje< st was covered in 
the reference died above, end at a meeting erf the Joint Chiefs erf Staff, presides 
over by *h# Secretary of Defense at which you were present, Mr. McCone men- 
tioned this* but It was brushed aside by Mr. McNamara with toe statement that 
we s h o ul d 'Took toward toe next gene ratio* of reconnaissance aircraft* 1 a# the 
probable sub stl tuts for any renewed effort in toe U-2 field, 

2. biace tout tome, however, two things have occurred, (i) In response 
to .Mr, McNama ra*# request at the meeting referred to above. Air Force ban 
undertaken seriously to consider n proposal to upgrade a number (not less than 
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NRO and USAF review(s) completed. 
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= !%%ST*ed by those two derel opmemts, K*Uf has 
Srga wri-dy to « s«.g « ®» « *>•*«•* ««•«* 04 th * 

p,»d to <u«m» thl. directly with yea »»* th. Da «* *•«*- 

of Ms pra]»iai are a* follow#'. 25X1 

^ Th. u-tL ygH h. »1» teat l«.«i th»n the pr«»Bt blrd^_ 


\ Th* HM 



also would have the advantage at proxrlriiag a 
travel ia ft# aircraft. TMs ««*t*r a* gravltir osatiar 1# £ * lr * 
d.Ueat.ly balanced la the \S*Z at present, and the new wri^ 
iacTCU# Its tolerance toy a feeter of tluras. 

K m*ii* states *** ** the U-2L would also feature the «»?*- 

** “ . f_^ w J*LhiW *h* .nrin tankage «f the bird. A t 
bUity to refuel inflight virtually ™* enttrs 

preset teffight r.f..lUHi 1. limits to .ppr^lm.^r »O a a^n , 

, - L ,,^» a eat of the masritmora. fstol load of l* §4§ gallons. 

J? ^ icbnnr refueling would be possible far *Ppr#*imat«ily 
i, 4 « 0 ^Ueaa, thus eatandlag the raaf« profile atoost indefinitely. 

c . ThsU -2L would also tacorporata. bopefelly* >«*«?* 

modifications being eagtaaered for tbs carrier verslaa which would 
modifications ne g «** mll-oot distance (about 30 percent), 

daarsaae «a»HaUy tbe ***«« *E5-4 a higher sins 
faswiab a atocb better a»rwaeh aagle of “f *Jrf . 

^«aad^ t* effect arrestment on carrier decks. This would be 

I^omplUhed by a system af letter slot flap * and mechanical 
spoiler*. 
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4 , Tike "Super U-2 ' would ale© have a much Improved auto- 
pilot and sextant, aa well u an Inertial navigation system, 
pre samebly bs.sed upon experience gained ia fee OXCAR T Program 
with MtaaeapoUs-Honeywell. 

X Kelly elate » that he alao feel* It may he possible through ''cleaning 
U p the aircnft" hy reducing drag to regain aa anspoeifled amount of range 
which ha* been loot throughout toe year* by change* ** **• •*** M **®toer. 

It la also possible that with toe new version to# re may he a mode at Increase 
la altitude. The J-T5 engine would, of course, he Standard la this version. 

W hile cost figures were not available to mo at tha time of my last discussion 

- 2? August. h» located that a p robabia figure tor 

flu aircraft vmM ran t»| ** eh * g * ,n * , .* !1 

arflar af Waatr-Src. mt i— rcglM*. H« claim, tk»r m. W <— -trc lto 
erodes* less than twenty-five. According to hi# plan, he ®«wad produce toe first 
aircraft ia approximately seven months, with additional one# to at roughly 

throe -week Intervals. 

4, Kelly intends to discuss too U **I~ proposal not only with us, but with 
General La May, I believe, and with Vice Admiral John S. Thach, ®CWJ for 
Air, aador the hoped -for assumption that between Air Force, Havy, *»«* our- 

a elves, there might be enough momentum to split an order of twenty-five air- 
craft. »r. McMillan will, of courts *1*0 hear from Kelly on this subject. 

5. I would reeommead tout you listen seriously to Kelly on this subject, 
not that wo have planned tor such «* sventosiity in the NKO budget tor this year 

wrc &.«•« 1 tmr* •>**» a* .Trct-O^. rctt ^ al rrcdi ■ 

nesa of toe OXCART vehicle. I 4a feel strongly, hs*mv*r, tost present V- 2 
assets are I n s d o sua te to minimum requirements of the defease establishment 
S ^2c^SmmUnit». few* l am also of to* view that the U-2 eaa 

Z«ato, Wwiil continue to do so, long after OXCART is ^«*?** bR| * r 
bedahss' if^ffcr * a greater possibility for maneuverability and flexibility 
wi thin cSsAWwt area# such as .Southeast Asia. “ 
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JAMBS A. CUNNlUGHAvi, JR. 
Deputy Assistant 151 rector 
{Special Activities} 
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